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A white table cloth luncheon was held in the new ballroom of The Mason Inn at 
George Mason University campus in Fairfax, Virginia on August 27, 2009.  What 
made this event totally unique is that the new ballroom was completely “open air” 
without walls as the construction continues on the hotel and conference center 
scheduled to open mid-2010.

This event was held to celebrate the “topping out” of the hotel tower at The Mason 
Inn.  Susan Eastridge, CEO of Concord Eastridge and developer of the project, 
hosted the ceremony attended by more than 250 guests which was held to 
recognize this important construction milestone by the project’s general contractor, 
Balfour Beatty Construction.  Jeff Barber along with members of the Gensler design 
team were also in attendance, Gensler is serving as the project’s architect.

Dr. Alan Merten, President of George Mason University told the assembled group 
that this project “Took my breath away”  at the day’s event.   John Tarpey, 
President of Balfour Beatty Construction, thanked the construction crew for their 
quality work and maintaining a safe work environment.   Ms. Eastridge invited all 
of the Development Team, the project’s workers and the University staff to sign a 
commemorative wall panel, which will be incorporated into the final construction 
of The Mason Inn. 

The Mason Inn, a 150 room conference center and hotel is slated to open in the 
summer of 2010.  ARAMARK Conference Center group has been selected to 
manage the Inn.  Concord Eastridge is developing this project in partnership with 
Balfour Beatty Construction. 
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